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What is peatland archaeology? 

Peatlands are exceptional environments for the 

preservation of unique and invariably fragile 

archaeological remains. The waterlogged, anoxic 

(without oxygen) conditions that are responsible for 

the accumulation of peat, also permit the survival 

of organic materials which may have deliberately or 

accidentally been incorporated into these peatlands 

in the past. The only other environments that can 

preserve organic remains over long (centuries to 

millennia) time scales, are those at the extremes of 

hot and cold (desiccation and freezing), neither of 

which prevail in Ireland, in the current day at least! 

[ÓË �Óª�ì° �ËÓåì�³�ÓÌ³���á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�ŋÌ�å�Óª�
the modern period have come from the ‘bog’: the 

Medieval vellum and leather bound Faddan More 

Psalter, Co. Tipperary, the monumental Iron Age 

(c. 800 BCE-AD 400) wooden ‘road’ of Corlea 1, 

Co. Longford, and the exceptionally preserved 

prehistoric human remains such as the world’s 

oldest ‘bog mummy’, the Bronze Age (c. 2500-800 

BCE) Cashel Man, Co. Roscommon. But these are 

¿ñåì���åË�ÅÅ�ÞáÓÞÓáì³ÓÌ�Óª�ì° �ŋÌ�å�ªáÓË�Þ �ìÅ�Ì�åƛ�
past human activities have left numerous traces 

in and beneath our bogs, mainly in the lowlands 

(midlands) but also in upland areas. Ireland has 

a remarkable peatland archaeological record, 

although ironically our knowledge of this is due 

to the extensive drainage and extraction of peat, 

which has unwittingly exposed and often destroyed 

many sites and artefacts, long preserved within the 

once saturated deposits.

In 2006, a book of psalms, or Psalter, 
ý�å�ªÓñÌ��³Ì�$����Ì�BÓá ��Ó«ƙ��ÓƘ�
Tipperary. The book was a chance 
discovery, noticed by the driver in 
the bucket of his peat-harvesting 
machine. The Psalter is comprised of 
sixty sheets of vellum and contains 
150 psalms, it dates from circa AD 
800 (© National Museum of Ireland).

b° ��ÓáÅ ��ìá��Âý�ăƙ��ÓƘ�<ÓÌ«ªÓá�ƙ��³å�Óü á ��³Ì�ŝťŤŠƙ�ý�å�
constructed of large oak planks. Dendrochronological dating 
revealed that it dates from 147 - 148 BCE. A section of this 
togher is now on display at the Corlea Visitor Centre (Prof 
��ááă�W�ªì áăƭƘ
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Irish peatland archaeology across time (Craig Carry).
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What is peat?

These sites represent human activity from the 

earliest known prehistoric settlement of Ireland 

(c. 8000 BCE, the Mesolithic period) through to 

recent times. This record is made up of wooden 

trackways and platforms of various size, length 

and complexity, through to settlements, dwellings, 

and associated and individual artefacts, including 

objects of wood, plant materials, leather, bone, 

stone and metal. Some of these, such as containers, 

shoes and tools, were everyday items that may 

have been lost or discarded, whilst others were 

clearly of great value, for example, the Faddan More 

Psalter, and the Later Bronze Age Dowris hoard 

Óª�Ë ì�ÅýÓáÂƙ�ªÓñÌ��³Ì��ÓƘ�Iň�ÅăƘ�b° å �Þá �³Óñå�
objects were deliberately deposited in the watery 

peatland environment, for reasons that remain the 

subject of archaeological debate and discussion. 

It is clear that peatlands were important locations of 

past human activity in Ireland, but the perception, 

use and exploitation of these wetlands changed 

across time. Viewed in more recent centuries as 

bleak, inhospitable places, the archaeological record 

suggests they were often a busy and important 

part of the landscape.

Stacking turf by the roadside near 
<Óñ«°��ÓÌÌ��ÓƘ�B�ăÓƘ
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Raised Bog

Blanket Bog

�ÅËÓåì�ÓÌ �ŋªì°�Óª�ì° �Å�Ì��åñáª�� �Óª�-á Å�Ì��³å�
covered by peat (around 11,700 km2), mainly in the 

midlands and west of the country, but it is found 

across the island. Raised peatlands generally occur 

in the midlands and blanket peat along the western 

Atlantic coasts. The lowland or raised peatlands 

ªÓáË ���å���á åñÅì�Óª�Å�Â ���å³Ìå�ì°�ì�ŋÅÅ ��ý³ì°�
reeds, sedges, herbaceous plants and sometimes 

trees (willow, alder, birch). The earliest peat levels, 

many of which were established around c. 7000 

BCE are known as fens and are fed by nutrient rich 

ground waters. Above these fens are the raised bog 

peats which develop from bog-mosses 

(various species of Sphagnum), grasses, 

sedges and shrubs (the heather family, 

for example). 

Map of Irish raised and blanket bogs 
(from Aalen et al., 1997).

A healthy raised bog at Cloneydonnin, Co. Offaly/Westmeath 

(Claire Nolan). 
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Blanket peats are also formed from partially 

decomposed remains of plants, which have built up 

slowly over thousands of years, in areas where the 

climate is cool and wet. Blanket peats are generally 

shallower than raised bog peats.

The accumulation of organic compounds (roots, 

wood, bark and leaves) in varying states of 

decomposition means grains of pollen from 

these peat forming plants and vegetation that 

once grew around the peatlands, are preserved, 

alongside traces of other plant and animal life, 

such as chitinous fragments of insects. As peat 

builds up in successive layers through time, this 

material survives as a record of past vegetation and 

environments on and around the peatland: this is 

what we call the palaeoenvironmental record. 

Peat forms where drainage is prevented, 

although a humid climate is also necessary to 

allow vegetation adapted to wet conditions to 

ŌÓñá³å°ƚ�ì°³å�³å��Ì�³Ë��Å�Ì� �� ìý  Ì�Þá �³Þ³ì�ì³ÓÌ�
and evaporation. The accumulation of peat is 

generally quite slow (around 1mm/year), and thus 

the timescales required for the development 

and spread of the extensive peatlands of Ireland 

is measured in millennia. As peat built up over 

thousands of years, it spread laterally out across 

the landscape, gradually building large ‘mounds’, 

consisting predominantly of Sphagnum, that 

eventually accumulated above the level of the 

adjacent drylands: hence the expression ‘raised’ 

mires (bogs). However, the drainage of peatlands 

leads to de-watering, collapse and shrinkage of the 

deposits, and few intact ‘raised mires’ survive into 

the present day. As bogs have been exploited in 

this way, archaeological remains once hidden and 

preserved, have emerged and are often damaged 

and destroyed. 

Whilst the age of these landscapes varies, many 

are of great antiquity, and some have their origins 

shortly after the end of the last glaciation of 

Ireland (c.12,000 years ago). Some of the earliest 

archaeological evidence for human activity in 

-á Å�Ì��ý�å�³� Ìì³ŋ ���ì�<Óñ«°��ÓÓá�ƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�Åăƙ�³Ì�
1977, when peat cutting exposed the remains of a 

Mesolithic camp, originally located next to a shallow 

Å�Â Ƙ�b° �ª�ñÌ�Å��Ì��ŌÓá�Å��åå Ë�Å�« �á �Óü á ��
at the site included the bones of red deer, wild pig, 

°�á ƙ��³á�å��Ì��ŋå°��Ì����Å�á« �àñ�Ìì³ìă�Óª�°�Ĉ ÅÌñì�
shells.

The drainage and cutting of peat for fuel, 

throughout the twentieth century, in particular, 

has contributed to the loss of value of these rich 

peatland habitats. However, recent years have 

seen a profound shift towards the recognition that 

peatlands play a key global environmental role in 

terms of biodiversity, hydrology and the net storage 

of carbon, all of which are critical for mitigating the 

impact of the climate crisis. This has led to changes 

in the perception and treatment of peatlands, 

with rehabilitation and restoration now replacing 

drainage, peat extraction and tree plantations. 

The preservation of the nation’s surviving 

peatland archaeological resource depends on the 

management and protection of peatlands through 

appropriate re-wetting and ecological rehabilitation. 

�á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�[³«Ì³ŋ��Ì� 

Mesolithic stone axe fragments 
�³å�Óü á ���ì�<Óñ«°��ÓÓá�ƙ��ÓƘ�Iªª�Åă�

(© National Museum of Ireland).

ȇ
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Pre-peat, Intra-peat and Supra-peat 
Archaeology

s ���Ì�� ŋÌ �ì°á  ���ì «Óá³ å�Óª�Þ �ìÅ�Ì��
�á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�á Ë�³Ìåƚ�å³ì å��Ì��ŋÌ�å�Þá å áü ��
beneath�ì° �Þ �ì�ƬÞá ƸÞ �ìƭƙ�ì°Óå �ªÓñÌ��within 
Ƭ³Ììá�ƸÞ �ìƭ�ì° �Þ �ì�³ìå Åªƙ��Ì��Å�åìÅăƙ��á�°� ÓÅÓ«ă�
ÅÓ��ì ��ÓÌ�ì° �surface�ƬåñÞá�ƸÞ �ìƭ�Óª�ì° �Þ �ìƘ�
b° �B åÓÅ³ì°³��å³ì �Óª�<Óñ«°��ÓÓá��³å��Ì� Ă�ËÞÅ �Óª�
ǄÞá ƸÞ �ìǅ��á�°� ÓÅÓ«ăƘ�b°³å�å³ì ��ÓÌå³åì ��Å�á« Åă�Óª�
�° áì�ƬåìÓÌ ƭ�ìÓÓÅå��Ì��á Å�ì ���áì ª��ìå��ååÓ�³�ì ��
ý³ì°��°�áá ��� ÞÓå³ìå�³Ì�³��ì³Ì«���ËÞŋá å��ì�ì° �
 �« �Óª�ý°�ì�ý�å�ì° Ì���å°�ÅÅÓý�Å�Â Ƙ�CÓ�ý ìƸ
Þá å áü ��Óá«�Ì³��Ë�ì á³�Å�åñ�°��å�ýÓÓ��åñáü³ü �ƙ�
�å�ì° �Þ �ì�«áÓýì°�ÞÓåìƸ��ì ��ì° �°ñË�Ì���ì³ü³ìăƙ�
�Ì��ì°ñå�ì° ��ÓÌ�³ì³ÓÌå�ý á �ÌÓì�åñ³ì��Å �ªÓá�ì° �
Þá å áü�ì³ÓÌ�Óª��Ìăì°³Ì«��å³� �ªáÓË�³ÌÓá«�Ì³��Óá�
�°�áá ��á Ë�³ÌåƘ�b° ���ËÞ�ý�å�å �Å ��� Ì �ì°�
Þ �ì�� ÞÓå³ìå�ý°³�°�Þá å áü ��³ì��Ì��ì° ��ñá³ ��

Þá °³åìÓá³��Å�Ì�å��Þ �ªÓá�Ì �áÅă�ŤŜŜŜ�ă �áåƘ�* á �
ý �å  �ì° �³ËÞÓáì�Ì� �Óª�Þ �ì��å���Ë �³ñË�ý°³�°�
seals��Ì�� åå Ìì³�ÅÅă�ÞáÓì �ìå�Þá °³åìÓá³��Å�Ì��
åñáª�� å��Ì���Ìă��ååÓ�³�ì ���á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�á Ë�³Ìåƙ�
ñÌ�³åìñá� ���Ì��³Ì�å³ìñƙ�ñÌì³Å�ì° �á ËÓü�Å�Óª�ì° �
Óü áÅă³Ì«�Þ �ì��ă��ñìì³Ì«ƙ� ³ì° á��ă�Ë��°³Ì �Óá��ă�
°�Ì�Ƙ�-Ì�« Ì á�Åƙ�ª ý á�Óª�ì° å �Þá ƸÞ �ì�å³ì å�°�ü �
�  Ì� Ă��ü�ì �ƙ��å�Þ �ì��ñìì³Ì«��Ó å�ÌÓì��Åý�ăå�
á ��°��ÓýÌ�ìÓ�ì° ��  Þ åì���å�Å�Å�ă áåƙ��ñì�ì° á �
�á �³ËÞÓáì�Ìì� Ă� Þì³ÓÌåƘ�

b° �å �ÓÌ����ì «Óáăƙ�intra-peat archaeologyƙ�á ª áå�
ìÓ�å³ì å�ì°�ì�ý á �Óá³«³Ì�ÅÅă�ÅÓ��ì ��ÓÌ�ì° �Þ�åì�
åñáª�� �Óª���Þ �ìÅ�Ì�ƙ��Ì��� ��Ë �åñ�Ë á« ��
³Ì�ì° ��Ó«��å�ì° �«áÓý³Ì«�ý ìÅ�Ì��� ÞÓå³ìå�
���ñËñÅ�ì ���áÓñÌ���Ì��Óü á�ì° ËƘ�b°³å�ÞáÓ� åå�
Å ��å�ìÓ�ì° �Þá å áü�ì³ÓÌ�Óª�Óá«�Ì³��á Ë�³Ìåƙ�
Þá �ÓË³Ì�ÌìÅă�ýÓÓ���ñì��ÅåÓ�ÞÅ�Ììå��Ì��³Ìå �ìåƙ��å�
ÞáÓ� åå å�Óª�� ��ă��á �åÅÓý ���ÓýÌ�³Ì�ì° ��ÌÓĂ³��

T á°�Þå�ì° �ËÓåì��³åì³Ì�ì³ü ��åÞ �ì�Óª�Þ �ìÅ�Ì��
�á�°� ÓÅÓ«ă�³å�ì° �åñáü³ü�Å�Óª�Óá«�Ì³�åƙ�³Ì�Åñ�³Ì«�
ýÓÓ�ƙ�ª��á³�åƙ��Ì�� ü Ì�°ñË�Ì��Ì���Ì³Ë�Å�åÂ³Ì�
Ƹ�Ë�ì á³�Åå�ì°�ì��á �åñå� Þì³�Å �ìÓ�� ��ă��Ì��
á�á Åă�Þá å áü ��³Ì��áăÅ�Ì�� Ìü³áÓÌË ÌìåƘ�b° å �
á Ë�³Ìå��á �åÓË ì³Ë å�� å�á³� ���å�Ǆì° �å³Å Ìì�
Ë�¿Óá³ìăǅƛ�ýÓÓ�ƙ�ÞÅ�Ìì�Ë�ì á³�Åå��Ì��Óì° á�Óá«�Ì³�åƙ�
«áÓýÌƙ��ÓÅÅ �ì ���Ì��«�ì° á �Ƙ�b° å �ýÓñÅ��°�ü �
ªÓáË ��ì° �«á �ì á�Þ�áì�Óª�Ë�ì á³�Åå�ñì³Å³å ���ă�
Þ�åì�Þ ÓÞÅ å�³Ì�ì° ³á� ü áă��ă�Å³ü å�Ƭ�ÓýÅåƙ�ÞÅ�ì åƙ�
ÓáÌ�Ë Ììåƙ��Óá��« ƙ���åÂ ìáăƙ��ÅÓì° å��Ì��ËÓá �
� å³� åƭƙ��ñì�ý°³�°��á �å Å�ÓË�ªÓñÌ��ÓÌ�ì áá åìá³�Å�
Ƭ�áăÅ�Ì�ƭ� Ă��ü�ì³ÓÌƘ�[ìÓÌ ƙ�Ō³Ìì��Ì��Óì° á�³ÌÓá«�Ì³��
á Ë�³Ìå�ì°�ì��á �ìăÞ³��Å�Óª�ì° �Å�ìì áƙ���Ì��ÅåÓ�� ���
�ÓËÞÓÌ Ìì�Óª�Þ �ìÅ�Ì���á�°� ÓÅÓ«ăƙ� åÞ �³�ÅÅă�³Ì�
ǄÞá ƸÞ �ìǅ��ÓÌì ĂìåƘ

�Åì°Óñ«°�Óá«�Ì³���á�°� ÓÅÓ«ă�ì°�ì�°�å�åñáü³ü ��
ì°áÓñ«°�ý�ì áÅÓ««³Ì«ƙ�Ë³«°ì�ÅÓÓÂ�åìá³Â³Ì«Åă�ªá å°�
�Ì��Þá³åì³Ì �ñÞÓÌ� ĂÞÓåñá ƙ�ì° � ň �ìå�Óª��ñá³�Å�ªÓá�
� Ììñá³ å�Óá�Ë³ÅÅ ÌÌ³�ƙ��Åì áå�ì° �Þ°ăå³��Å��ÓÌ�³ì³ÓÌ�
Óª�ËÓåì�Ë�ì á³�ÅåƘ�$Óá� Ă�ËÞÅ ƙ�ýÓÓ����åÓá�å�
ì° ���³�³��ý�ì á�Óª�ì° �Þ �ìÅ�Ì�� Ìü³áÓÌË Ìì�³ÌìÓ�
³ìå�� ÅÅåƙ�ý°³�°�åÅÓýÅă�á ÞÅ�� å�ì° �� ÅÅñÅÓå ��Ì��
Å³«Ì³Ì�ì°�ì�Ë�Â �ñÞ�³ìå�åìáñ�ìñá Ƙ�gÞÓÌ� ĂÞÓåñá �
ìÓ��³áƙ�� ��ă�ÞáÓ� åå å�� «³Ì��«�³Ì�ü áă�á�Þ³�Åă�
�å�ì° �ý�ì á� ü�ÞÓá�ì åƙ�Å ��³Ì«�ìÓ�å°á³ÌÂ�« ��Ì��
�á��Â³Ì«��Ì�� ü Ììñ�ÅÅă�ìÓ��ÓËÞÅ ì �� «á���ì³ÓÌƘ�
�ÞÞáÓÞá³�ì �åìÓá�« ��Ì���ÓÌå áü�ì³ÓÌ��á �
Ì � åå�áă�ìÓ�åì��³Å³å �Ë�ì á³�Å�ªÓá�ÅÓÌ«�ì áË�åìÓá�« �
�Ì��Ëñå ñË��³åÞÅ�ăƘ�b° �ª�ì �Óª�ì°³å�³áá ÞÅ�� ��Å �
�á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�á �Óá��³å�° Ì� �³Ìì³Ë�ì Åă�á Å�ì ��ìÓ�
ì° �ª�ì �Óª�Þ �ìÅ�Ì�å�ì° Ëå Åü åƘ�� åìáñ�ì³ÓÌ��Ì��
��Ë�« �ìÓ�Þ �ìÅ�Ì�å�³Ì ü³ì��Åă�Ë �Ìå�ì° �å�Ë �ªÓá�
�Ìă�á Ë�³Ìå�å �Å ��ý³ì°³Ì�Óá�� Ì �ì°�ì° �Þ �ìƘ�

A late Bronze Age wooden yoke for linking animals together 
for ploughing from Toberdaly, Co. Offaly (Rob Sands/Irish 
Archaeological Wetland Unit/School of Archaeology UCD).

The Annaghbeg 2 
trackway, Co. Longford 
(Barry Raftery).
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environment. Intra-peat sites have been found in 

their thousands in Irish raised bogs, mostly wooden 

trackways and platforms which allowed people to 

safely cross and access the wetlands. Trackways, 

also known as toghers (from the Irish word tóchar 

meaning causeway), have been found to date from 

the Neolithic to the late medieval period and range 

from small paths built to cross short distances, 

to monumental ‘roads’ that traverse the wetlands 

forming regional routeways (see Corlea). Platforms 

also vary widely in scale and date and were 

likely built to facilitate activities such as hunting, 

gathering and processing of plant resources. 

Finally, there is archaeology that is located on the 

surface of the peatland (supra-peat), for example 

turf stacks that have been cut by hand, and even 

the remains of past extractive infrastructure, or 

what can be referred to as ‘industrial archaeology’. 

Traditional turf cutting for domestic fuel was carried 

out by hand using a specialised tool called a sleán. 

A sleán has a long shaft or handle, and a steel 

blade with a wing set at right angles, which enables 

the cutting of a rectangular sod of turf in a single 

movement. Sleáns were used throughout Ireland, 

but their design varied from region to region. Once 

cut, the sods were often piled onto a wooden turf 

barrow and taken a short distance to be spread 

out to dry. This method of turf cutting is rarely if 

ever used today. In the 1940’s the requirement for 

large scale peat extraction to provide economic 

� Ì ŋì�ìÓ�ì° �Ë³�Å�Ì�å��Ì��ÞáÓ�ñ� � Ì á«ă�ªÓá�ì° �
country, saw the establishment of Bord na Móna 

and the mechanisation of peat extraction. Opening 

up and working vast areas of peatlands, Bord na 

Móna shaped much of the midlands landscape. 

The last peat train on the morning of on the 29th March 2024 at 
� ÅÅ�³á�CÓáì°��Ó«ƙ�� ìý  Ì���ÅÅă�ñË� áƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�Åăƙ��Ì��BÓ�ì ƙ�
Co. Westmeath. The bog was linked by rail to Shannonbridge 
power station and Derrinlough briquette factory (Ted McAvoy).

Bord na Móna Construction Corps bog workers 1940s-1950s. 
$��³Å³ì³ å�ªÓá�ýÓáÂ áå�åñ�°��å�ì° å �³Ì�Åñ� ��ì ËÞÓá�áă�
accommodation hostels and workshops. The remains of these 
facilities still survive in places and there is a rich oral history from 
ì° å ���ì³ü³ì³ å�Ƭ�Óá��Ì��BÔÌ��<³ü³Ì«�*³åìÓáă�ý �å³ì ƭƘ�

ȇ

Their extensive network of narrow-gauge railways, 

complexes of industrial buildings and villages 

which housed their workers, are an integral part of 

rural Ireland and lie at the core of many midland 

communities. Although peat extraction on this scale 

has ceased, its remnants form a unique type of 

cultural and industrial heritage, which alongside the 

traditional tools of ‘hand won’ turf cutting, is worthy 

of preservation and inclusion in the context of a just 

transition to peatland restoration and rehabilitation. 

ȇ
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Bog Bodies

� áì�³Ì�Ǆ³Ììá�Þ �ìǅ��á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�ŋÌ�å��á �
comparatively well known: for example, ‘bog bodies’ 

or ‘bog mummies’ (human remains, often with soft 

tissue preservation). Over 100 bog bodies have 

been recovered in Ireland, although many of these 

were historical discoveries, which now only survive 

as written records. An important example of the 

latter is the Drumkeragh Body, Co. Down, which 

was unearthed in 1780 by a ‘surveyor’ on the estate 

of Lord Moira. Although the largely skeletal body 

itself has not survived the passage of over two 

centuries, an account and associated speculation 

�ÓÌ� áÌ³Ì«�ì° �ŋÌ��ý á ��ÓËÞ³Å ���ă��ÓñÌì åå�
Moira (Elizabeth Rawdon 1731-1808) and were 

published in the journal Archaeologia (The Journal 

of the Society of Antiquaries) in 1783. This piece 

entitled, ‘Particulars relative to a Human Skeleton, 
and the Garments that were found thereon, when 
dug out of a Bog at the Foot of Drumkeragh, a 
Mountain in the County of Down, and Barony of 
Kinalearty, on Lord Moira’s Estate, in the Autumn of 
1780’�°�å���ü áă�«ÓÓ���Å�³Ë�ìÓ�� ³Ì«�ì° �ŋáåì� ü á�
ªÓáË�Å�å�³ Ìì³ŋ��³Ìü åì³«�ì³ÓÌ�Óª�°ñË�Ì�á Ë�³Ìå�
from a peatland, and includes perceptive comments 

on the preservative properties of peat and the life 

and death of the individual. There have been other 

ý ÅÅ�á ÞÓáì ��ŋÌ�å�³Ì�ËÓá �á � Ìì�ì³Ë åƙ�³Ì�Åñ�³Ì«�
the Cashel Man, Co. Laois, and the remains of 

IÅ���áÓ«°�Ìƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�Åăƙ��Ì���ÅÓÌă��ü�Ì�B�Ìƙ��ÓƘ�
Meath, both of whom can be viewed alongside 

Óì° á�á Å ü�Ìì�ŋÌ�å�ªáÓË�Þ �ìÅ�Ì�åƙ��ì�ì° �Kingship 
�Ì��[��á³ŋ�  exhibition at the National Museum of 

Ireland, Dublin. Ireland can also lay claim to one of 

the very few formal excavations of an in situ bog 

body, following the discovery of partial human 

remains in the Lemanaghan Bog complex, Co. 

Iň�Åăƙ�³Ì�ŝťťŤƙ��ñá³Ì«��Ì��á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�åñáü ă�Óª�
the cut-over surface of Tumbeagh Bog. 

Examination of the human remains and associated 

peat deposits at Tumbeagh provided important 

evidence about this individual: a teenager of about 

18 years, who lived and died in the medieval period 

and had either accidentally strayed into, or was 

deposited by people/persons unknown, in a very 

wet part of the peatland less than 50m from a 

routeway across the bog. Analyses of the insects 

from the associated peat deposits indicated that 

only one possible carrion beetle was present, 

demonstrating that the human remains must have 

been very rapidly submerged in the cold waters of 

the peatland. 

Almost every bog body ever found, with a few 

exceptions, is partial, having been damaged by 

processes responsible for the initial unearthing. 

In the case of the Tumbeagh Bog body, only the 

lower legs of the individual survived intact. As is the 

case for many other bog bodies, the Tumbeagh 

remains were largely destroyed by mechanical peat 

extraction machinery and if it were not for the work 

of the former Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit 

(IAWU) this ‘bog body’ would have been destroyed 

completely, milled into thousands of fragments. 

Other Artefacts Typically Found in Bogs

Whilst there is a popular perception that ‘bog 

bodies’ from the prehistoric period in particular, 

ý á �Ǆå��á³ŋ� �ǅ�³Ì�«áñ åÓË �á³ìñ�Ååƙ�ì°³å��Ó å�ÌÓì�
seem to have been the case for many examples. 

Nevertheless, the deposition of beautiful and 

clearly once very valuable and rare objects in 

wetlands, are often interpreted as indicating past 

human activities that demonstrate a ‘ritual’ focus 

Óá�³Ìì Ìì³ÓÌƘ��Ă�ËÞÅ å�Óª�ì° å �ŋÌ�å�³Ì�Åñ� �
hoards of prehistoric metalwork, such as Dowris, 

�ÓƘ�Iň�Åăƙ��Ì���Ó««�Å� «ƙ��ÓƘ�WÓå�ÓËËÓÌƘ�[ÓË �
objects, for example the Fadden More Psalter, 

and medieval coins from Lemanaghan could have 

been deliberately hidden with the intention of later 

á �Óü áăƘ��ÌÓì° á��Å�åå�Óª�ŋÌ��ì°�ì�á Þá å Ììå�
deliberate deposition and is largely, but not entirely, 

restricted to Irish peatlands is ‘bog butter’. There 

are around 700 of these distinctive deposits of 

animal fat, sometimes found in wooden and other 

containers, dating from the Bronze Age through 

to the early Modern period (c. AD 1536-1691). 

Interpretations range from the practical storage 

Óª� Ă� åå��ñìì á�ì°áÓñ«°�ìÓ�ǄüÓì³ü ǅ�Óň á³Ì«å�
associated with fertility rituals and religious beliefs.

��<�ì ��áÓÌĈ ��« �°Ó�á��Óª��áÓÌĈ �Ó�¿ �ìå�
ªáÓË��Óýá³åƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�Åăƙ��ÓËÞá³å ����ìÓì�Å�Óª�

perhaps 218 objects that included swords, 
åÞ �á° ��åƙ��Ă åƙ�«Óñ« åƙ�ÂÌ³ü åƙ�á�ĈÓáåƙ�

cauldrons, buckets, horns, crotals and other 
objects found in a bog in the 1820s (© National 

Museum of Ireland).
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Bog bodies and bog-butter, as evocative and 
compelling as they might be, account for a 
relatively small proportion of known peatland 
archaeological remains. Thousands of artefacts 
have been recovered from Irish peatlands, found 
within sites such as trackways and platforms, 
but also in isolation. Many hoards of objects of 
gold and bronze were found during turf cutting 
in the last century. Less immediately spectacular 
perhaps, but nonetheless important, are the many 
organic objects which rarely survive on dryland. 
Wooden artefacts such as domestic vessels, 
bows, agricultural tools, wheels, cart pieces, tubs 
�Ì��åìăÅ³å ��°ñË�Ì�ŋ«ñá å�°�ü ��  Ì�ªÓñÌ���ă�
archaeologists, as well as by individuals involved 
³Ì�Þ �ì��ñìì³Ì«�Óá� Ăìá��ì³ÓÌƘ�b° å �Ó�¿ �ìå�Óň á�

rare glimpses into domestic and agricultural life 
and demonstrate the exceptional skills of ancient 
wood workers. Items of clothing or leather shoes 
are rarer still and provide a very immediate and 
tangible connection to past people. With some 
notable exceptions, human settlements tend not 
to be located on peatlands, and so most of the 
artefacts found were deliberately transported and 
buried in bogs. The reasons for this may vary from 
discard of broken and used objects, or burial for 
safekeeping, to ritual deposition. Concealment and 
üÓì³ü �Óň á³Ì«å��ÅËÓåì�� áì�³ÌÅă����ÓñÌì�ªÓá�Ë�Ìă�
hoards of Bronze Age gold, but archaeologists have 
�ÅåÓ�³� Ìì³ŋ ��ì° �� ÞÓå³ì³ÓÌ�Óª�³ì Ëå�Óª�ýÓÓ���Ì��
stone as also being potentially ritual in nature. 

Archaeology in Blanket Bogs

There are extensive tracts of peatland in the 
Irish uplands, mainly in the west and north 
of the country, known as ‘blanket bogs’. This 
expression describes very well how the peat 
deposits ‘blanket’ the landscape, even covering 
slopes and summits. These landforms are also 
found in the lowland coastal fringes of Ireland. 
The underlying processes of peat growth are 
similar to the ‘raised mires’ of the lowlands, with 
long term imbalances between precipitation and 
evaporation leading to waterlogged soils. Based in 
part on palaeoenvironmental analyses and dating 
of deposits, it has been argued that past human 
impacts on the uplands may also have contributed 
to peat growth and spread. 

b° á ��á ��ÓËÞ�á�ì³ü Åă�ª ý��á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�ŋÌ�å�
from Irish blanket peats. This is in part because 
these deposits have never been subject to industrial 
scale drainage and extraction, as have their lowland 
counterparts. However, important sites have been 
found by hand cutting of peat, including the famous 
�¡³� �$³ Å�åƙ��ÓƘ�B�ăÓƚ�ì° å � Ăì Ìå³ü �åìÓÌ �ŋ Å��
systems were built during the Neolithic (c. 4000-
2500 BCE), on land surfaces that only later became 
enveloped by peat growth. An interpretative centre 
dedicated to the Céide Fields can be visited at 
Glenulra, Co. Mayo.

The Coggalbeg hoard, Co. Roscommon, consists of an Early Bronze Age 
gold lunula and a pair of matching sun discs. This hoard was discovered in 
bogland in 1947 during turf cutting (© National Museum of Ireland).

Bog butter recovered from a bog at Rosberry, Co. Kildare, was radiocarbon 
dated to between 360 - 200 BCE, alongside the wooden keg it was found in 
(© National Museum of Ireland).

ȇ

ȇ

The Pallasboy vessel was found during an archaeological survey 
of Toar Bog, Co. Westmeath. The vessel measures 1.29 m high, 
0.57m wide and 0.49m deep, and was carved out of a single 
piece of alder wood. It was taken into the peatland, using hazel 
withies and pinned down in a shallow bog pool using hazel wood 
stakes, sometime between 197 BCE and 68 AD during the Iron 
Age (Simon Dick/Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit/School of 
Archaeology UCD).

*ñË�ÌÅ³Â ���áÅă��áÓÌĈ ��« �ýÓÓ� Ì�ŋ«ñá ��³å�Óü á ��³Ì�
��ÅÅăÂ �Ì��Ó«ƙ�:³Å� «ƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�ÅăƘ�b°³å�Ë �åñá å�ŞƘşŝË�³Ì�Å Ì«ì°�
with a diameter of 16cm (Simon Dick/Irish Archaeological Wetland 
Unit/School of Archaeology UCD). ȇ

ȇ
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s°³Å �Óì° á�ǄÞá ƸÞ �ìǅ�ŋ Å��ý�ÅÅå��Ì��å ììÅ Ë Ììå�
are known, only some have been surveyed and 

fewer have been excavated. Archaeological research 

by Professor William O’ Brien from University 

College Cork on the uplands of the Beara peninsula, 

Co. Cork and Co. Kerry, has established that farming 

and other activities took place from the Bronze 

Age to Medieval periods, during which peat growth 

partially ‘buried’ sections of stone walls.

The Palaeoenvironmental Record

Peat also preserves the remains of ancient plant and 

animal life, referred to as the ‘palaeoenvironmental 

record’: pollen grains, fragments of insects and 

other microscopic evidence that can be analysed to 

reconstruct changes in past vegetation and climate. 

We can therefore consider peatland archaeology 

as comprising two interrelated strands of evidence: 

past cultures evidenced by artefacts, sites and 

Óì° á�ŋÌ�åƙ��Ì��ì° �Þ�Å� Ó Ìü³áÓÌË Ìì�Å�á �Óá�ƙ�
which allows cultural changes to be placed within 

broad frameworks of vegetation change and human 

impact on the landscape, through settlement, 

agriculture and later on by urban and industrial 

expansion. 

[Å³� �Óª��³ň á Ìì�ÞÓÅÅ Ì�ìăÞ å�ü³ ý ��ñÌ� á���Ë³�áÓå�ÓÞ Ƙ�bÓÞ�áÓýƙ�ªáÓË�Å ªì�ìÓ�á³«°ìƚ��ÅËƙ�T³Ì ƙ�I�Âƙ�*�Ĉ ÅƘ��ÓììÓË�
row, from left to right: Grass, Plantain, Aster type, Cereal (Daisy Spencer).

How are sites discovered?

Archaeological survey of Bord na Móna’s Derries Bog, 

�ÓƘ�Iªª�Åăƙ�³Ì�ŝťťţ�ý³ì°�$ á��Ì �TÓý á�[ì�ì³ÓÌ�³Ì�ì° �

distance. Archaeological sites are being recorded in the 

face of the drain as milled peat production continues. 

Industrial peat production ceased in this bog circa 2005 

(Conor McDermott/Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit/

School of Archaeology UCD).
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Almost all Irish peatland archaeological sites and 

ŋÌ�å��á ��³å�Óü á ���å���á åñÅì�Óª�ì° ��á�³Ì�« ��Ì��
extraction of peat, especially the large-scale cutting 

of the midland peatlands. Occasionally, sites exposed 

via peat cutting were documented, and sometimes 

artefacts made their way to the National Museum of 

Ireland. However, no programmes of archaeological 

survey or mitigation, and few formal excavations of 

archaeological remains, were carried out until the later 

1980s with the investigation of the ancient roadway 

at Corlea in the Mountdillon Bog complex in Co. 

Longford.

The large wooden timbers of the Corlea trackway 

that emerged from the drained, cutaway peat 

had been known locally for some time. In 1984, an 

oak plank from the structure was sent to Queens 

University Belfast where it was precisely dated 

using the science of dendrochronology (tree-rings) 

to 147/148 BCE, demonstrating that the ‘road’ was 

built during the Iron Age. Subsequent excavations 

by the late Professor Barry Raftery and his team 

from University College Dublin, demonstrated this 

plank was one of many, measuring 3-3.5m long, that 

had been used to construct a 1km long wooden 

trackway, now known as Corlea 1. Moreover, Corlea 1 

ý�å�ÓÌ �Óª�Óü á�ŝŜŜ�ìá��Âý�ăå�³� Ìì³ŋ ��³Ì�ì° �Þ �ìå�
of Moundillon, indicating human activity from the 

Neolithic through to the Medieval Period. These sites 

were destroyed by further peat cutting. However, a 

section of Corlea 1 was conserved and can be seen in 

the excellent Corlea Trackway Visitor Centre. 

The subsequent establishment by Prof Raftery of 

the Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit, University 

�ÓÅÅ « ��ñ�Å³Ìƙ�Å ��ìÓ�ì° �åñáü ă��Ì��³� Ìì³ŋ��ì³ÓÌ�Óª�
thousands of archaeological sites in peatlands across 

the midlands. Related excavations in 1990 included 

the remains of a Bronze Age settlement that had 

�  Ì� ĂÞÓå ���ă�Þ �ì��ñìì³Ì«��ì��ÅÓÌŋÌÅÓñ«°ƙ��ÓƘ�
Iň�ÅăƘ�b°³å�³� Ìì³ŋ ��ìýÓ��³á�ñÅ�á�ì³Ë� á�ÞÅ�ìªÓáËå�
(possibly roundhouses) and two hut-like structures, 

which were encircled by a palisade of ash posts. 

Hearths, crushed stone, animal bone, pottery, 

wooden oars and two precious amber beads were 

recovered during the excavations. The enclosure had 

been built at the edge of a shallow lake and it was 

Þá å áü ���å�Þ �ì�ŋÅÅ ��ì° �Å�Â ���å³Ì��Ì��åÞá ���
over the site. A dendrochronological date from one of 

the larger timbers indicated construction during the 

late Bronze Age c. 910 BCE. Subsequent campaigns 

of survey and excavation funded by both the state 

and Bord na Móna have seen the excavation of many 

such peatland sites.

It is rarely possible to remotely identify archaeological 

material buried in peat, as the geophysical techniques 

employed for dryland survey, do not often work 

well for wetland deposits. The main way to discover 

ý ìÅ�Ì��å³ì å�°�å��  Ì�ŋ Å��ý�ÅÂ³Ì«���áÓåå�ì° �Ë³ÅÅ ��
surface to look for surface remains and by checking 

the sides of drainage channels for exposed material. 

Whilst the exposure and loss of the archaeological 

record through industrial peat extraction was the 

impetus for much of the work carried out in the 

later 1980s and 1990s, other interventions into 

peatlands in the last twenty years have also led to 

important discoveries and related developments. 

The late 1990s excavations at Lisheen Bog, Co. 

Tipperary, in advance of the construction of a zinc 

mine, represent the most detailed archaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental investigation ever undertaken in 

an Irish peatland. 

Conserved section of Corlea 
ìá��Âý�ăƙ��ÓƘ�<ÓÌ«ªÓá�Ƙ�b°³å�
oak Iron Age road was dated to 
147/148 BCE and is over 1km in 
length. It has a width of 3 - 3.5m 
and 18m of the trackway is visible 
at the Corlea Trackway Visitor 
Centre. 

<�ì ��áÓÌĈ ��« �Þ���Å å�ªáÓË�
ì° ��ÅÓÌŋÌÅÓñ«°�ý ìÅ�Ì��
settlement (Conor McDermott/
Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit/
School of Archaeology UCD).

ȇ

ȇ
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Archaeology and the Story of Peatlands

Archaeologists excavating a wooden hurdle at 

�� á�ÅÓÓÌƙ��ÓƘ�<ÓÌ«ªÓá��Ƭ8Ó°Ì�[ñÌ� áÅ�Ì�ƭƘ
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The pattern and focus of human activity in 

peatlands seems to have changed through time. For 

some periods, such as the Bronze Age, the peatland 

record appears to track its ‘dryland’ counterpart, 

åñ«« åì³Ì«�ì°�ì�³Ìì Ìå³ŋ��ì³ÓÌ�³Ì�å ììÅ Ë Ìì��Ì��
related activities such as agriculture on the dryland, 

also involved expansion into wetland environments 

for a range of possible reasons. For example, the 

late medieval date of the Tumbeagh Bog body 

falls in a period in which timber trackways, wooden 

platforms and related structures were constructed 

in places across the Lemanaghan complex. 

These structures would have facilitated access to 

essential resources, such as birds, edible plants, 

and materials like reeds and sedges. The analysis 

of the palaeoenvironmental record also hints that 

certain changes in human activity in peatlands 

might be associated with past climatic deterioration 

to wetter and colder conditions. The Little Ice Age 

began in the early 14th century AD and Europe 

endured many cold turbulent years. This climatic 

deterioration led, in turn, to renewed peatland 

growth, which necessitated solutions for bridging 

previously drier bog surfaces. 

Integrating and correlating the archaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental records to investigate these 

complex relationships between human societies 

and their environment is another unique aspect 

of peatland archaeology, which is especially visible 

in the excavations carried out at Edercloon in Co. 

Longford.

Edercloon

In 2006, excavations in advance of the N4 Dromod-

Roosky By-pass, uncovered a previously unknown 

complex of peatland archaeological sites at 

Edercloon, Co. Longford. Funded by Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland, the excavation at Edercloon 

sought to study not just the archaeological 

å³ì å��Ì��ŋÌ�åƙ��ñì��ÅåÓ�ì° �� ü ÅÓÞË Ìì�Óª�
the bog and surrounding landscape. While 

archaeologists worked to excavate an intricate 

complex of 45 wooden trackways and platforms, 

palaeoenvironmental scientists studied peat 

sequences, wood samples and the preserved 

remains of insects. These analyses could trace the 

development of the bog and vegetation in the 

surrounding landscape, and reconstruct the forests 

exploited to build the sites and ground conditions 

local to each structure.

The bog at Edercloon began to develop c. 6000 

BCE, with the growth of a reed and alder-rich fen, 

surrounded by a mixed wooded landscape. Around 

şţšŜ�����ì°³å�Å�Ì�å��Þ �å�ý�å³«Ì³ŋ��Ìì��°�Ì« �
as Neolithic farmers felled trees and established 

pastures. Soon after this, a trackway of loosely 

woven brushwood and roundwoods, which had 

been felled with stone axes, was built across the 

wet fen, meandering around standing alder trees 

and crossing small pools of water. Extending from 

the adjacent dryland, this trackway would have 

provided a routeway out into the fen and access 

to its abundant resources such as plants and 

waterfowl.

By the start of the Early Bronze Age (c. 2500–1700 

BCE), raised bog began to replace the fen, its 

surface rich in grasses, heather and Sphagnum 

moss. These years saw occasional trackway building 

at Edercloon and evidence for an important 

technological change, as the wood used in their 

construction was felled with sharp metal axes. 

During the Bronze Age the bog at Edercloon 

åñň á ��ìýÓ��Ó«��ñáåìåƙ��Ì�Óªì Ì���Å�Ë³ìÓñå� ü Ìì�
whereby the internal water control systems of a bog 

�á �Þñå° ��� ăÓÌ����Þ��³ìăƙ���ñå³Ì«�³ì�ìÓ�Óü áŌÓýƘ�
b° å ��³ŉ�ñÅì��ÓÌ�³ì³ÓÌå�Ë �Ìì�ì°�ì�ì° á �ý�å�Å³ììÅ �
human incursion into the bog, but pollen records 

indicate human activity in the area at the time.

At the start of the Late Bronze Age (c.1200–900 

BCE) conditions at Edercloon began to stabilise, 

heralding a new phase of trackway construction 

which continued into the centuries of the Iron 

Age. This was characterised by very large deep 

structures, some of which endured for several 

centuries. Unlike the earlier sites, many of these 

trackways skirted the adjacent dryland, forming 

routeways within the wetlands. These large 

ìá��Âý�ăå�ý á ��ÅåÓƙ��ì��³ň á Ìì�ÞÓ³Ììå�³Ì�ì³Ë ƙ�
inter-connected with crossing points, perhaps 

forming platforms that could be accessed by 

Þ ÓÞÅ �ìá�ü ÅÅ³Ì«�ªáÓË��³ň á Ìì��³á �ì³ÓÌåƘ�b° �Å�á« �
sites of this period were accompanied by several 

smaller paths and platforms. Despite the scale of 

activity on the bog, the local pollen record suggests 

low level human interaction with the surrounding 

landscape, and no strong indications of farming. 

The local woodlands were varied and plentiful and 

a wide variety of wood species were exploited for 

building materials.

The sites of the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age were 

also the focus of repeated artefact deposition, 

ý³ì°�Ó�¿ �ìå��ñá³ ���ì�á «ñÅ�á�³Ìì áü�Åå�Óá�åÞ �³ŋ��
locations such as the junctions between sites. Forty-

six wooden objects included domestic vessels, 

spears, tool hafts, parts of wheels, decorative 

shafts and items of unknown function. Some of 

the objects were broken and used, others were 

Þá³åì³Ì ƙ�ñÌñå ���Ì��³Ì�åÓË ���å å�ñÌŋÌ³å° �Ƙ�b° �
assemblage includes the earliest evidence for the 

wheel in Ireland, as a piece of brushwood lying 

over a wheel component was radiocarbon dated 

to 1260–970 BCE. The inclusion of artefacts in the 

trackways of Edercloon is unlike anything seen 

elsewhere and was clearly a deliberate act. During 

the Later Iron Age very wet conditions returned 

to the bog and trackway building ceased. It was 

not until the seventh century AD when ground 

conditions had improved, that toghers were once 

again constructed there.

The Edercloon block wheel has been dated to 1260 – 970 BCE. 
This is a C-shaped piece of alder wood. A second C-shaped piece 
and a central board with a hole for an axle would have made up 
ì° �á åì�Óª�ì° �ý°  Å�Ƭ8Ó°Ì�[ñÌ� áÅ�Ì�ƭƘ
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Peatland Archaeology Beyond Ireland

Cutting and harvesting peat for fuel, Isle of Sky, Scotland.

Extent of peatland in 
northwestern Europe, 
comprising both lowland 
mire and upland blanket 
bog (from Gearey & 
Chapman 2022).

�ÓñÌìá³ å���áÓåå�ÌÓáì°ý åì��ñáÓÞ �°�ü ��ÅåÓ�ÞáÓ�ñ� ���á�°� ÓÅÓ«³��Å�ŋÌ�åƘ�[³Ë³Å�á�
to Ireland, those areas have seen extensive peatland drainage and extraction. This 

includes parts of England (the Somerset Levels and the uplands of Dartmoor, 

Devon, in particular), Scotland, as well as in the Netherlands, Scandinavia (Sweden, 

Finland and Denmark) and Germany (Lower Saxony). The loss and damage of 

archaeological sites through peat cutting and processes including drainage and 

�«á³�ñÅìñá ��ÓÌì³Ìñ å�ìÓ�� ���å³«Ì³ŋ��Ìì�ÞáÓ�Å ËƘ�b° �³ËÞ��ì�Óª��Å³Ë�ì ��°�Ì« �ÓÌ�
wetlands is likely to make this situation worse. Global warming, in particular, may lead 

to longer, hotter summers and drier conditions, causing deeper water tables and the 

desiccation or drying of peat. 
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Archaeological survey of Bord na Móna’s 

Toar Bog, Co. Westmeath, in 2000. The 

archaeologists are tracing and recording 

archaeological remains that were identified 

in the drain faces and on the milled field 

surfaces. We hope that the need for 

archaeological rescue work like this has 

now come to an end (Conor McDermott/

Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit/School of 

Archaeology UCD).

The story of peatland archaeology in Ireland is, in 

many ways, not necessarily a very happy one. The 

past large-scale interventions through drainage, 

peat cutting, agriculture, and other reclamation 

processes, have led to the destruction of peatlands 

and the associated loss of thousands of sites and 

�Ì�ñÌÂÌÓýÌ�ÌñË� á�Óª��ååÓ�³�ì ��ŋÌ�åƙ�åñ�°��å�
artefacts and human remains. All archaeological 

work that has been carried out over the last few 

decades has aimed to document, recover and 

record in advance of the inevitable loss. This has 

led to some key discoveries and research, but all 

our knowledge of sites and structures, and all the 

artefacts displayed in museums or recovered for 

conservation, have come against a backdrop of 

peat extraction. The rehabilitation and restoration 

of degraded peatlands present opportunities 

to preserve whatever archaeology is left intact 

�ÅÓÌ«å³� �� Ì ŋìå�ªÓá��³Ó�³ü áå³ìă��Ì����á�ÓÌ�
storage. Rehabilitation projects should consider the 

archaeological and cultural heritage value of bogs in 

parallel with natural environmental values. 

Ireland’s peatlands are rich with archaeological 

evidence and we hope that, due to changes in 

energy and environmental policy, the remains 

surviving in the deeper, wetter raised peatlands, will 

in future not need to be excavated and recorded 

and that they can be preserved in situ. 

Where can I learn more about peatland archaeology?

Informative Websites

ȇ Irish Peatland Archaeology Across Time 

www.ucc.ie/en/peatlands

ȇ The Pallasboy Project 

https://thepallasboyvessel.wordpress.com

ȇ Archaeological Finds in the Peatlands of Ireland 

– Bord na Móna: Living History  

www.wordnamonalivinghistory.ie

ȇ Wetfutures - Ireland 

www.wetfutures.eu/ireland.html

Museums and Visitor Centres

ȇ Bog Bodies Research Project – National 

Museum of Ireland 

www.museum.ie

ȇ Cavan County Museum 

www.cavancoco.ie

ȇ Corlea Trackway Visitor Centre 

www.heritageireland.ie

ȇ Lough Boora Discovery Park 

www.loughboora.com

ȇ The National Museum of Ireland 

www.museum.ie

ȇ Museum of Country Life: Working on Land and 

Water 

www.museum.ie

ȇ Céide Fields Heritage Centre 

ýýýƘ� ³� ŋ Å�åƘ�ÓË

Educational videos and talks 

ȇ Gortnacrannagh Idol 

youtube.com gortnacrannagh idol

ȇ May the Road Rise to Meet You: Irish Toghers 

and the Stories they can tell us 

youtube.com National Monuments Service

ȇ John Feehan: Story of the Bogs Part 3 

youtube.com Story of the Bogs Part 3

ȇ Clara Bog for World Wetlands Day 

ýýýƘÓň�Åă³Ì� Þ Ì� ÌìƘ³ 

ȇ Information and videos on the heritage of 

commercial peat extraction 

www.bordnamonalivinghistory.ie

https://www.bordnamonalivinghistory.ie/article-detail/archaeological-finds-in-the-peatlands-of-ireland/
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Irish-Antiquities-Division-Collections/Collections-List-(1)/Iron-Age/Bog-Bodies-Research-Project
https://www.cavancoco.ie/services/tourism/cavan-county-museum/
https://heritageireland.ie/places-to-visit/corlea-iron-age-roadway/
https://www.museum.ie/en-ie/home
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Country-Life/Exhibitions/Working-on-Land-and-Water
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KpPTEKbk40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bz_EN3jRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6RMwNVec4Ao
https://www.offalyindependent.ie/2023/02/02/watch-university-college-cork-creates-video-of-clara-bog-for-world-wetlands-day/
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Map Viewers

Ǿ� * á³ì�« ��ÓñÌ�³Å�* á³ì�« �B�Þå�r³ ý á 
www.heritagemaps.ie

Ǿ� C�ì³ÓÌ�Å�BÓÌñË Ììå�*³åìÓá³�� Ìü³áÓÌË Ìì�
viewer www.archaeology.ie 

More information on peatlands

Clara Bog Visitor Centre, Clara Bog Visitor Centre, 

��ÅÅă�ñË� á�WÓ��ƙ��Å�á�ƙ��ÓƘ�Iň�Åă

Abbeyleix Bog, Co. Laois

 

Wetland archaeology is protected under the 

National Monuments Act 1930-2014/ Historic 

and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous 

Provisions Act 2023 

W ÞÓáì��ÅÅ�Ì ý�ŋÌ�å�ìÓ�ì° �C�ì³ÓÌ�Å�BÓÌñË Ììå�
Service to ensure their protection 

www.archaeology.ie

Finders are obliged to report discoveries of 

archaeological objects to the National Museum of 

Ireland (or to a Designated County Museum)
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A train or ‘rake’ is loaded with ‘sod peat’ beside a 

drain. This industrial scale turf cutting has now come 
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